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Parent Power:
 Build the Bridge to Success

To parents, we can’t tell our kids to do well in school 
and then fail to support them when they get home. 
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to excel, we have to accept our responsibility to 
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and reading to our children and helping them with           

their homework.

  —President Barack Obama, July 17, 2009
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Be mindful of mistakes.
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Be diligent.
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Ensure That Your Child Is Ready to Learn

Make sure your child’s:
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PRESCHOOL 

 You also can 
be part of your child’s 

������������!��
������
by teaching and reinforcing 

the skills your child needs and 
enhancing those taught in the 
classroom.  Using the following 

checklists, you can help your 
child be a successful student 

from preschool through 
high school.  
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Know what your         
preschooler needs.

Babies need:
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Toddlers need:
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Introduce babies and toddlers (birth to 2 years)                     
to language.
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Introduce young children 
(3-5 years) to language.
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Children can enjoy learning 

and possess a healthy curiosity.  
Take advantage of learning 
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checklist as a guide to 

lead your child to 
success.
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Lead Your Child on the Path to Success
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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Communicate with teachers.
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Parent-teacher conferences are important.
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 MIDDLE SCHOOL
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Parental involvement
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The 
middle school 

���
���
���������%�


�������(���������)���������)�

social and academic. Your support 
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parents are involved in 
their lives. 
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Reading in the middle school years
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Looking to the future
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  HIGH SCHOOL 

Get Your Child Ready for Work and for Life

Serve as your child’s best coach and mentor. 
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Know what your high school child needs to succeed.
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Keep on reading.
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Partner with teachers 
and counselors.
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High 
school is 

the training ground 
for college and work. Help 

prepare your child for college 
by encouraging him or her to take 

challenging courses, such as English, 
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�

also geometry, trigonometry, and calculus), 
foreign language, science (biology, 

chemistry and physics, for example) and 
history or social studies. To help prepare 
your child for work, you and your child 
should meet with the school guidance 
counselor to choose the best courses 

based on your child’s career 
interests.
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Communicate with teachers.
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Know that counselors:
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Consider safety.
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Stay involved with the school. 
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Tips on paying for college
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When your child turns 18
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Resources
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No government policy will make 
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ourselves more accountable as 
parents—because government, 
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the video games. Teachers, no 
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cannot make sure your child leaves 
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�
homework when they get back 

at night. These are things only a 
parent can do. These are things that 

our parents must do.
—President Barack Obama
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